Thin-slice computed tomography(CT)images were compared with pathological findings in 9 specimens of solitary pulmonary nodules,which had been pathologically diagnosed as pulmonary metastasis of extrathoracic tumor.The thin-slice CT images were 2mm-thick images reconstructed using a TCT-900S,HELIX(Toshiba,Tokyo)and examined at two different window and level settings.In every case,the surgical specimens were sliced transversely to correlate with the CT images .
According to the image findings,the internal structure was of the solid-density type in every case,and the margin showed spiculation in 22%,notching in 67% and pleural indentation in 89%.Regarding the relationship between the pulmonary vessels and tumors,plural vascular involvement was revealed in every case.Thus,it was difficult to distinguish solitary pulmonary metastasis of extrathoracic tumor from primary lung cancer based on the thin-slice CT images.
For some solitary pulmonary metastasis of extrathoracic tumor,a comprehensive diagnostic approach taking both the anamnesis and pathological findings into consideration was required.
